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A Poetics of Shifting Borders.
Patterns of Children’s Literature and Cultural Identity in Polish Literature since 1989
The research project Dr. Karoline Thaidigsmann is currently working on examines functions
and meaning of cross-writing in Polish literature from 1989 to the present. Cross-writing is
defined as a way of writing which blurs the borders between categories of children’s literature
and literature for the adult reader. Since the 1990s cross-writing has become a trend in Western
literature. Polish contemporary literature has a share in this transcultural phenomenon, but – as
Dr. Thaidigsmann would argue – it does so in its very own way. Specific historical conditions
and cultural traditions do not allow a simple submission of Polish cross-writing under the
phenomenon as it has been presented in Western literary and cultural studies. In addition it is
firmly tied to discourses on Polish cultural identity after 1989. Dr. Thaidigsmann will give a
short introduction to her research project by presenting its main ideas as well as aspects she is
currently occupied with and which she will be happy to discuss with the participants of the
seminar.
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